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Significance of the Study
This study was planned by the social work students of the Atlanta
University School of Social Work, class of I962, The study is designed
to test the model of the assessment of social functioning which was pre¬
pared by the Human Growth and Behavior Committee and the Rgsearch Com¬
mittee of the Atlanta University School of Social Work,
Assessment is in^ortant because in all social work there is a need
to study factors which contribute to the evolveraent of a problem and
further the defining of the problem. It has been explicitly stated in
the literature that there is a recognized need for a conceptual scheme
or model to be used in practice as one attempts to understand the in¬
dividual,^ In order for the individual to be understood an assessment
must be made.
The kind of model for assessment referred to in the study involved
the construction of a symbolic record of reaching decisions. It may be
seen as "a way of stating a theory in relation to specific observations
rather than hypotheses ,,. the model structures the problem. It states
^Helen Perlman, "The Social Casework Method in Social Work Education,"
Social Service Review, Vol, XXXIII (December, 1959), P. ^23,
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(or demonstrates) what variables are expected to be involved.*'^
One reason which has been explicated for such a model is that "a
system of classification of problem entities would lay the groundwork
for the construction of a network of treatment approaches. These ap¬
proaches might be related, in a broad manner, to specific problem
p
situations,”
In reviewing the literature, we have observed terms which, though
not identical, have elements of assessment, namely, the identification
and evaluation of the problem. To illustrate;
In casework "diagnosis" is often utilized. It is
defined as "a conclusion, a picture, made up of all
the available facts fitted together within a particu¬
lar purpose concerning itself with social and psy¬
chological facts,"2
In this definition, a conclusion or picture can be equated with the
identification of the problem^ the studying of all avaialble facts and
fitting them together within a particular frame of reference for a purpose
can be viewed as evaluation.
^Martin Loeb, "The Backdrop for Social Research," Social Science Theory
and Social Work Research (New York, i960), p, 4,
%hirley Hellenbrand, "Client Value Orientations: Implications for
Diagnosis and Treatment," Social Casework, XLII (April, I961), p, 242,
-}
-’Leontine Young, "Diagnosis as a Creative Process," Social Casework,
XXXVII (June, 1956), p, 257,
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Thus, the variety of terms used in social work to describe the same
process reflects the need for a theoretical frame of reference model for
making an assessment of social functioning.
For the purpose of this study, assessment is defined as the identi¬
fication and evaluation of those socio-cultural and individual factors
in role performance which make for social dysfunctioning as well as
adequate social f\inctioning.
Purpose
The purpose of this study is to test the model of assessment of
social functioning prepared by the H\aman Growth and Behavior Committee
and the Research Committee of the Atlanta University School of Social
Work, by finding out what data are included in social work assessment
of social functioning. This purpose was accomplished by studying agency
records.
More specifically, this study is designed to ascertain to what extent
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there is correspondence between assessment information obtained by various
agencies and the factors in the model.
Method of Procedure
The beginning phase of this project was carried out through the partici¬
pation of thirty-two second-year students of this school, during their six-
month block field placement, starting September 'j, I96I through February 27,
1962, The data used in the research project were gathered from the records
of the agencies in which the students were placed for advanced field work
during this period.
These students, working individually and in groups, developed the
details of the significance of the study, purpose, method of procedure,
and the scope of the Study, formulated the instructions for the use of
the schedule, and designed the schedule used for gathering the data.
The remaining phase of the study, that is, the numerical data (e, g,,
yes and no for each item), and the analysis of case excerpts was done
by the author.
Before the primeiry data for the study were obtained from the agency,
time was spent gathering background information on the agency and its
methods of assessing the individual. The second chapter discusses the
development of services of assessment as a means of meeting needs as well
as to the development of the profession. Material on assessment in the
agency's records was transferred to a prepared schedule. The author made
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use of case vork records and medical records of the agency where she was
placed. These records were kept separate, and-the latter were used to
supplement information not found in the case work record.
This study is based on an analysis of twenty closed foster home cases.
Since this was a social work project, the data obtained for the study were
taken primarily from agency records dealing with the rendering of social
services. The data gathered are characteristic of the agency's present
records. In the agency where the author was placed, in order to ob¬
tain enough records, a two-year span was used, June, 1959 May 31^
1961, This time span is representative of the way in which assessment
is currently being done in the agency. Also, closed records were more
easily accessible for study since they were out of the general use of
the staff members. Closed records were more complete and therefore
more useful,
A sample of forty records from an alphabetical list of forty-eight
records closed between June 1, 1959 and May 31, I961 was selected, as
there was another student placed in the agency along with the author.
Since the study was based on a study of twenty records, the author took
the first twenty odd nTombers, and the other student took the first
twenty even numbers. The remaining eight were excluded.
The entire record was used to gather information, for instance,
narratives, siimmaries, psychiatric and psychological reports, and
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reports from other agencies. Since material found in records was repre¬
sentative of how the agency assesses social functioning, the status of the
worker was not a factor,
A pilot study was done by completing schedules on five closed records
which were not included as a part of the study.
Upon the author’s return to the Atlanta University School of Social
Work from the agency, an analysis of schedule content sheet was ob¬
tained;^ this sheet contained nine significant points, A work sheet
was constructed by applying the nine points to each item on the schedule
which data was obtained for. Each item on the schedule (intellectual
Potential, etc,) used for assessment was then applied to each point
on the analysis sheet (origin of data, etc,). The frequencies of each
point of analysis were totaled; the ninth point on the analysis sheet,
classification of content, was not included at the time. When this
process was consisted, a table was made for the first eight points of
analysis and the items listed on the schedule. The tables contained
quantitative data from the work sheet.
Next the author presented a narrative itera-by-item descritpion and
classification of analyzed data found for each item on the schedule.
The ninth point, which was not conducive to tabulation, was incorporated
^efer to Appendix D for Analysis of Schedule Content Sheet
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into the item-by-item description. Ihe next step involved significant
comparisons made by the author on each item on the schedule to one
another, and the last step included the writing of the sxammary and
conclusions of assessment data found in this study.
Scope and Limitations
This research study represents an analysis of data collected on the
description of social work assessment as done at Leake and Watts Chil¬
dren’s Home, Yonkers, New York, The study includes twenty closed social
service and medical records. These records were on male and female
children who were a part of the agency’s foster care progreim, liaterial
in the record was obtained by the professional team of the agency, and
by professionals from referring agencies.
The study contains the following limitations. Because of the number
of records to be considered, it was decided to en5)loy a sample of the
records instead of using the entire universe. The fact that the material
was collected by a student with minimum research experience may be con¬
sidered as a limitation. The time spent collecting the data also posed
a limitation to some degree. The data were gathered over a period of
six months. The author spent only a limited part of this time reading
case records in order to familiarize herself with the content of the
records
8
An additional limitation is the fact that some of the factors that
were analyzed had not been taken into consideration at the time that the
schedule was constructed; therefore, part of the content analyzed could
not be determined.
CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE AGENCY
Background
Leake and Watts Children's Home, Inc, was founded in l827> through
the liberality of John G, Leake and John Watts, On March J, I83I, legis¬
lation was passed for the incorporation of the Leake and Watts Orphan’s
Home,^
The original building for the home was erected at Bloomingdale, New
York, on a site of about twenty-five acres. In I888 this property was
sold to the Cathedral of St, John the Divine, and a site of about thirty
acres was purchased on the dividing line of the cities of New York and
p
Yonkers, The Home is presented located at this site,'^
The Home is now a multiple-function agency primarily for the New
York Department of Public Welfare (Bureau of Child Welfare) and the
New York city courts. Very few cases are referred to the Agency by
private families. The Agency presently cares for over four hundred
institutional, foster care and after-care children. The following
breakdown is as of December 3I, I96I;
Reverend R, M, Hayden, An Historical Account of the Founding and






Suspended payment (temporary discharge
from care e, g., in hospital - ----- 17
Adoption ------------------ 9
After-care ----------------- l8
The above number of children included boys and girls of all ages,
from Infancy through college ages. The children in care come, pri¬
marily, from the metropolitan area of New York and from Westchester
County. The average length of stay for each child is three years.
Effort is constantly being made to reduce the size of the groups so
that greater individual attention can be given to each child.^
As we look at the development of Leake and Watts, we see a
changing philosophy with functions developing to correlate to the
current philosophy of child welfare at the particular time. The
developmental movement of the Agency follows.
Development
Asylum,—As an asylum, in I83I, the fiinction of the
Home was to house worthy orphasn. Educational training
and religious instructions were offered to the children.
The individual child was not noted; all of the children
coming into the asylxim became a part of the existing
group of orphans. There was no such thing as assessing
the individual child, how he reacted to his environment,
why he reacted in a particular way or what his needs
Statement by Richard Paul, Executive Director (Leake and Watts
Children's Home, Inc,, Yonkers, New York, September 27, I961),
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were as an individual child. Only records of the child's
admission and release to and from the Institution, were
kept, Eii5)hasis was placed upon the asylvim being a housing
facility or shelter,^
School,—By 1900, Leake and Watts began to function primarily as an
educational institution. During this time, many courses were offered to
the child, as well as training in trades. Also during this time the men¬
tal hygiene movement was beginning to influence institutions concerned
with child welfare. This movement brought to the attention of the various
institutions the philosophy that children should remain in their own homes
unless the conditions were unbearable. Along with this philosophy there
was a growing recognition of individuality, that is, the needs of each
child,^
Modernization began in 1915# at Leake and Watts,
Educational services were still offered to the child,
but the Agency began to function with an awareness of
the mental hygiene philosophy. The assessment of the
individual child began to have more meaning at the in¬
stitution, Records were kept indicating the child's
backgro\ind, health, medical history, other institutions
the child was knovm to, previous school adjustment and
psychological and psychiatric results. There are also
after-care records which are kept on the child, for a
short period after he was discharged from the Agency,
Reverend R, M, Hayden, op, cit,, pp, 3-4,
^Carolyn C, McEwan, The Development of the Social Service De¬
partment at Leake and Watts Children's Home, Thesis, New York
School of Social Work, Colvimbia University, July, 1948, p, 48,
12
These records included a description of present
living conditions, employment, income, possibility
of advancement and ability or desire to attain a
higher education.^
Home.“In the following years, the Agency became more concerned about
group living and the physical set-up at the institution. Many of the
children were placed in public schools in the community. Today, at the
2
institution, most of the children attend school in the city of Yonkers,
The en^jhasis at Leake and Watts gradually moved toward a modern so¬
cial agency. During the 1920's and 30’s,the current trend, of consider¬
ing child welfare institutions as homes, was reflected. By 1936, Leake
and Watts was making definite efforts to reduce the population of chil¬
dren living in the institution so that the individual child could re¬
ceive special attention. By 19^3# the Agency offered as nearly as
possible the home life which every child desires and needs. The children
lived, worked and played in small groups. With this new recognition of
the child’s needs, it became apparent that the function of the agency
was still to be broadened and developed,^
Social Agency.—By 1936 Leake and Watts began
functioning as a social agency as well as a home.
^Ibid.
2
Statement by Eichard Paul, September 17, 196I,
3carolyn C, McEwan, op, cit., p. 51
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Under the guidance of Richard Paul, the present
executive director, an intensive examination of
the program and philosophy was initiated. In
19^0, a board committee met with the Department
of Public Welfare, The Protestant Federation and
the Research Bureau of Welfare Council Staff to,
discuss revisions and needs in the child welfare
area, the program at Leake and Watts in relation
to the revisions and needs arid the future trend
in the field of child care. Some of the con¬
clusions of this meeting were: (l) The trend
was toward either ten^orary institutional care
or long term boarding care, (2) there would be
fewer children in need of institutional care at
Leake and Watts, in the future, (3) as more ef¬
fective casework is done, with the child, and
family, the period of institutional care would be
shortened and (4) Leake and Watts could carry out
a more effective program if it thought in terms
of community needs and did not restrict its think¬
ing to institutional care; this brought in the
idea of placing children in foster homes,^
With the direction and support of a progressive administration,
the social service department was set up and soon accepted as an
integral part of the total program. A significant trend around 19^6
was the emphasis put on securing better qualified staff. At this time,






Casework Supervisors ------ - 6
Caseworkers ---- --------- 13
Case Aids ----- --------- 8
Social Work Students --------- 5
•Die above figures were secured in January, I962; all supervisors and
caseworkers must be graduates of a school of social work.
Today, the social caseworker plays an important part in the child's
total care at the agency, Bie social worker is the only staff member
who is responsible for seeing the child as a total individual. There
is definite evidence of the casework philosophy and approach at the
agency. The entire program is built around a firm belief in the in¬
tegrity of the child as an individual. The social service department's
responsibility for intake requires a careful selection of children who
could best benefit in either the institution or a foster home. It
carries out a continuous casework service with the institutional child
and his family, from the beginning of agency contact. Throughout the
child's care in a foster home, the foster family, child and natural
parents are supervised closely by a caseworker.^ Through direct case¬
work with the child, the most constructive use of the agency is made.
The foster home program was set up in 1945 as a
social service. Initially, the program was developed
^Statistical Files, Leake and Watts Children's Home, I961.
o
Discussion by Richard Paul (Leake and V/atts Children's Home,
Yonkers, Hew York), September 25, I961.
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to serve children in the institution who needed
special attention in a family relationship, which
could not be provided in their own home because
of inadequate conditions within the home. The
program was soon extended to New York City chil¬
dren who needed this type of care at the time of
referral from another agency, (public). The
finding of foster homes is done by the caseworker.
Prospective foster parents are involved in an in¬
tensive home study, which is carried out by the
caseworker. The child’s individual personality
and needs are considered when placing him in a
foster home.^
Leake and Watts has long been aware of the fact that many children
who come into care could never return to their real families, but could
be served by placement in a family which could be both legally and
emotionally their own. The agency’s charter has always allowed for
adoption, and adoption has been done by the agency; however, the agency
has just adopted a permanent adoption program. The program is offered
by the social service department. Adoption studies and placements are
done by the social caseworker.
The agency’s aftercare program is offered to the boy or girl who
leaves the protective care of the agency to return to a rehabilitated
family, to making a living or to acquire higher education. This program
helps. Usually the child is discharged from care upon his graduation
from high school. ,
^Carolyn C. McEwan, op. cit., p. 69.
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Discharging the child from the agency is an agency function hut
a case work process. Accordingly, plans for discharge begin at the
time the child is accepted into care. The transition from the agency
is arranged in the manner most suited for the particular individual
in question.
In selecting data for the study, it was decided to use foster
home records that had been closed after 1959» The foster home records,
like all other records kept on the children in the agency, consist of
all contacts with the child and his family. Most of the information
in the record consists of the social worker’s and other professional
persons’ work with the child and his family. Summaries are recorded of
all contacts with the child. The social worker carries more responsi¬
bility for the material which goes into the record than any other staff
member because of her overall responsibility to the child,
Leake and Watts now offers care and treatment under four major pro¬
grams; institutional, foster home, adoption, and after-care. At this
time in the development of the entire agency, all of the departments are
expanding. Just recently, on October Ih, I961, four new and modern cot¬
tages were dedicated. Presently, there are eleven cottages housing chil¬
dren on the grounds. Cottage or institutional care is offered to the
disturbed child who cannot function in a foster home,^
^Leake and VJatts Children's Home in Yonkers Lferks I30 Years,"
Hew York Times, December 3> 19^1, p. 122.
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In addition to casework, psychological, psychiatric and remedial
educational services offered to the institutional and some foster care
children, a program of creative group activities is offered to the in¬
stitutional child. The gymnasium, swimming pool and athletic teams are
incentives for competitive and wholesome sports. For the past two
years, group activities have been directed by a trained group worker.
In the area of casework, the most recent expansion has been in
the interrelationship between social casework and psychiatry, A group
of trained caseworkers, supervised by one of the agency psychiatrists,
works with disturbed children. Intensive casework is done. In such
a group, the caseworker gets a more complete and dimensional view of
the total child, the assessment of the child being much more complete
and detailed.
CHAPTEK III
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
In keeping with the piirpose of this study, this chapter has to do
with the analysis of the information obtained on the twenty schedules.
Each item that appeared on the schedule that data were obtained for was
analyzed according to the nine points listed on the "Analysis of Schedule
Content,"^ In all instances the term "client" refers to the child;
"foster home"refers to the home in which the child was placed when
the information was obtained. Tables were drawn from the first eight
points listed on the analysis of schedule content. The material found
on the ninth point did not lend itself to presentation in the form of
a table. Significant finding on the tables will also be discussed.
The first part of the schedule consists of a list of personality
factors which were thought to be meaningful in assessing the social
functioning of the individual. These factors will be discussed first.
Personality Factors
Intellectual Potential,—Under this factor, data were obtained on
seventeen of the schedules. The data originated from three different
^See Appendix D for Analysis of Schedule Content Sheet.
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sources; the social worker in the agency, and the social worker in
another agency, one and two times respectively^ other disciplines in the
agency seven times; and four times by the social worker and another disci¬
pline in the agency. The data were located six times in the clinical part
of the record; five in the narrative part of the record, and two in sim-
maries from other agencies. The data were obtained from three different
sources; in seven instances measurements; in six from observations or im¬
pressions from the social worker or other disciplines, and in four in¬
stances from both measurements and observations or impressions, for ex¬
ample, "R, has a low-average skill in situations requiring communications
and some degree of relatedness. It is felt that his performance skill
I, Q, designating bright-normal ability is a more valid estimate of his
innate capacity," In thirteen instances the data were obtained from
one source, and in foiir instances from two sovirces. All of the informa¬
tion was obtained diiring intake or treatment, and the client was discussed
in all seventeen instances. Part of the information was an interpretation,
and part was a datum and an interpretation. The content was classified
as follows; I, Q, obtained by standardized testing (h), I, Q, interpreted
by a professional person (2), observation of ability (4), a combination
of the first class mentioned and the third (7), and a combination of the
second class and the third (4),
Basic Thrust, Drives, and Instincts,—Under this item data were
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obtained on fourteen of the schedules. The data originated from the
social worker in the agency in five instances, by the social worker in
another agency in four instances, and by the psychiatrist in the agency
in three instances. The data were located in the narrative part of the
record five times, two times from the clinical part, and four times from
summaries from other agencies. The source of the information was the
client twice, twice it was another non-professional person, and five
times the source was observations or iii5)ressions of the social worker
or other professional persons. Ten of the excerpts came from one source,
four from two sources. Nine times the data were obtained during treat¬
ment, and three times during intake. The client was the person discussed
in all fourteen instances. Part of the material was a datum, part was
an interpretation, and part was both a datum and an interpretation. All
of the information fitted into the following classes; food (3), worth
(3)^ love (3), security (6), for instance, "The grandmother described
T, as being a baby afraid of everything because of his insecure environ¬
ment," and shelter (2),
Physical Potential.—Data were obtained on all twenty of the
schedules. Most of the information originated from the social worker
in the agency; in some instances the data originated from the social
worker in another agency, medical doctors in hospitals, and from the
doctor and the social worker in the agency. In thirteen cases the source
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of data vas observations or impressions of the social worker or other
professions, and seven times the source was measurements. Sixteen of
the excerpts were obtained from one source, and six were obtained from
two sources. The data were obtained during intake and treatment seven
times each, and in all twenty instances the client was the person dis¬
cussed, Seven of the excerpts were data, five were interpretations,
and four were data and interpretations. All of the information fitted
into the following nine classes; age eleven times, features for ex-
an^jle, "An attractive child with curly hair" sixteen times, race
characteristics six times, energy and activity level four times, mus¬
culature three times, and ten5)o and eye sight each one time respectively.
Physiological Functioning,—Of the nineteen times which data were
obtained, nine times they originated from the social worker in the
agency, twice from other disciplines in the agency, twice from the
social worker dnd another discipline in the agency, and from another
discipline in another agency three times. All of the data were located
in three different parts of the record; six times in the narrative part,
twice in the clinical part,and three times in summaries from other
agencies. In nine instances, the source of the data was observations
or impressions from the social worker or other professionals, five times
it was measurements, and twice the source was a combination of the two
mentioned. Eleven of the excerpts were obtained from one source, seven
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from two, and one from tliree sources. All of the information was ob¬
tained during intake and treatment, five and seven times respectively;
the client was the person discussed in all of the seventeen instances.
Most of the information was a datum; however, some was an interpretation,
and some was a datum and an interpretation. The content was classified
into four broad categories: normal functioning, for example, "B, remains
in good health" (8); operations performed (4); minor illnesses (colds,
sore throats) (6); and major illnesses (heart disease, TB, pneumonia)
(6).
Ego Functioning,—Data were collected on nineteen of the schedules.
In twelve instances the data originated from the social worker in the
agency, in three instances from the social worker in another agency,
and four times from other disciplines in the agency. Seven of the
excerpts were found in the narrative part of the record, four in
clinical records, and three from summaries from other agencies. Fifteen
of the excerpts were obtained from one source, and four from two sources.
Most of the data were obtained during treatment, some were obtained during
intake, and some during termination. In all nineteen instances the client
was the person discussed. Five of the excerpts were a datum, seven were
an interpretation, three were a datum and an interpretation. The content
was classified according to defense mechanisms. The following mechanisms
were described in the excerpts; regression(3), projection (l), psycho¬
somatic (6), withdrawal (5), fantasy (5), compensation (l), reaction
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formation (3)^ acting out, for example, "^-Then M, heard about not being
able to go home, she was so angry that she kicked her toe through a new
pair of shoes" (5)^ denial (l), rationalization (l), and fixation (l).
Internalization of the Personality,—The data originated from five
different resources: five times from the social worker in the agency,
three times from the social worker in another agency, six times from
other disciplines in the agency, three times from the social worker
and another discipline in the agency, and once from another discipline
in another agency. In eight instances the data were found in the nar¬
rative part of the record, in six instances in the clinical part, and
in four instances from summaries from other agencies. In all instances
except one, the source of data was observations or impressions from the
social worker or other professionals, and one time the data were ob¬
tained from a non-professional person. Thirteen of the excerpts were
derived from one source, and five from two sources. Excerpts were ob¬
tained during intake and treatment, four and seven times respectively.
The client was the individual discussed on all of the eighteen schedules.
In five instances the information was a datum, in five it was an in¬
terpretation, and four times it was a datum and an interpretation. All
of the content fitted into the following categories: capacity for growth,
for example, "It is felt that B*s, personality would improve in a more
structural environment" (3); passive personality type (2); aggressive
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personality type (3); flexibility (6); rigidity (5); and pleasing per¬
sonality, for example, "He is a pleasant youngster and is very mannerly and
helpful to others" (3)»
Degree of Maturity.—Under this item data were obtained on thirteen
of the schedules. In most instances the data originated from the social
worker in the agency, some originated from other disciplines in the agency,
and some from other disciplines in other agencies. The data were located
six times in the narrative part of the record, three times in the clinical
part, and twice from summaries from other agencies. The data were obtained
from four different sources: the client and measurements both in one
instance, twice from a non-professional person, and seven times from ob¬
servations or impressions from the social worker or other professionals.
Ten of the excerpts were found in one source, and three were found in two
sources. All of the data were obtained during treatment and termination,
and in all thirteen instances the client was the individual discussed.
Five times the excerpt was a datum, three times it was an interpretation,
and one time it was both a datum and an interpretation. All of the in¬
formation fitted into the following four classes: overall immaturity,
for exan5>le, "B, is very immature for her age," and emotional maturity
or immaturity, five times each; overall maturity and social maturity or
immaturity, three times each,
Self-Image,—Of the twelve excerpts obtained, five originated from
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the social worker in the aigency, and three from another discipline in
the agency. The data were found in the narrative and the clinical part
of the record, five and three times respectively. In seven instances the
source of the data was observations or in^iressions of the social worker
or other discipline, and twice the source was the client and the social
worker. Nine of the excerpts were from one source, and three were from
two sources. The stage in agency contact in which the data were collected
could only be determined for eight of the excerpts; all eight of these
excerpts were obtained during treatment. The client was the individual
discussed on all twelve of the schedules. Out of the twelve excerpts
seven were interpretations, three were data, and two were data and in¬
terpretations, The content fitted into the following classifications:
self-esteem, for exan^le, "P, suffers feelings of low esteem, for this
reason his maximal productivity seems to be low" (3); sense of identi¬
ty (1); sense of one’s capacity (4); and sense of worth, for exan^jle,
"R, has the tendency to feel of little worth" (4),
Patterns of Interpersonal Relationships,—Under this item data were
obtained on sixteen of the schedules. The data originated six times
from the social worker in the agency, two times from another discipline
in the agency, once from another social worker in another agency, and
four times from other disciplines in other agencies. The source of the
data in twelve instances was observations or impressions from the social
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worker or other professionals, and twice the source was a non-professional
person. Twelve of the excerpts came from one source, and four came from
two sources. The data were obtained during intake and treatment, one and
five times respectively. In all sixteen instances the client was the
person discussed. Eight of the excerpts were interpretations two were
data, and four were data and interpretations. All of the data fitted
into the following classes: acceptance (2); rejection (2); control or
domination (3)j spontaneity (3); flexibility (3); rigidity (2); and
submission (1).
Internalization of Culturally Derived Beliefs, Values, etc,—Under
this item data were collected on seventeen of the schedules. All of
the data originated from four sources; thirteen times from the social
worker in the agency, once from the social worker in another agency,
once from another discipline in the agency, and twice from other disci¬
plines in other agencies. Most of the data were located in the narra¬
tive part of the record; some were located in the clinical part; and some
were located in summaries from other agencies. The source of data in
eight instances was observations or impressions from the social worker
or other disciplines, the client in five instances, other non-professional
persons in three instances, and once from the client and the social worker.
Fifteen of the excerpts were derived from one source, and two from two
sources. Twelve of the excerpts were obtained during treatment. In ten
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instances the person discussed in the excerpt was the client, four times
the client and his peers, and three times the client and his relatives.
Most of the data were interpretations; however, some were data, and some
were data and interpretations. The information fell under the broad
categories of values (money, family relationships) eleven times; activity
patterns (eating, working) seven times. Only one excerpt fell in the
last category which was beliefs,
Socio-Cultural Factors
The second part of the schedule contained a list of socio-cultural
factors which were considered in5)ortant in assessing social functioning.
Beliefs,—Under this item data were obtained on only four of the
schedules. In three instances the data originated from the social worker
in the agency; they were located three times in the narrative part of
the record, and once in a summary. The data were derived from three
different soiirces; the client, observations and impressions from the
social worker or other professionals, and otiier non-professional persons.
The breadth of the data in all instances but one was two sources, and all
of the data were obtained during treatment. Persons discussed in the
excerpts were; the client, the client and his relatives, and the client
and his foster parents. All of the excerpts but one were interpretations;
the one was datum and interpretation. The beliefs fitted into the fol¬
lowing classes: sexual beliefs, for example, "H, believes that girls have
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to be afraid of men because men always take advantage of them" (2);
beliefs in discipline (l); and the belief that a child should be cared
for by the mother (l).
Values«—Under this item data were obtained on thirteen of the
schedules. In most instances the data originated from the social worker
in the agency; one time each they originated from the social worker in
another agency, and the social worker and another discipline in the
agency. In all instances but one the data were located in the narrative
part of the record; the one time it was located in a summary from another
agency. The data originated from the following sources: the client and
impressions from the social worker or other disciplines five times each,
one time each the source was a non-professional person, and the social
worker and a non-professional person.
The breadth of data was one source eleven times, and twice it was
two sources. Most of the information was obtained during treatment. In
eight instances the client was the person discussed, in four the client
and relatives, and in one instance the person was a relative. Most of
the information obtained was datirni; however, some was interpretation,
and some was datiom and interpretation combined. The information was
classified according to the type of value. The following values were
discussed in the excerpts: family values, five times; religious values
and facial features, two times each; clothes, honesty job, money and
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loyalty, one time each,
Activity-Patterns .—All of the data originated from two soiirces: the
social worker in the agency in sixteen instances, and three instances from
other disciplines in other agencies. In all of the excerpts but three the
data were located in the narrative part of the record; three times they
were located in summaries from other agencies. Most of the data were ob¬
tained from observations or impressions from the social worker or other
professional persons; five times the source was the client, twice a non¬
professional person, and once the source was the client and the social
worker. All of the excerpts but one were obtained from one source, the
one was obtained from two sources. In fifteen instances the client was
the person discussed in the excerpt, and in four a relative of the client
was discussed. Thirteen of the excerpts were interpretations, and data
and interpretations three times each. The information fitted into the
following classes: family interaction and hygiene habits, seven times
respectively; social interaction with peers, twice; eating habits, three
times; hobby, stealing, language, and work, one time each.
Family.—Under this item data were obtained on nineteen of the
schedules. All of the data originated from three sources: thirteen times
from the social worker in the agency, five times from the social worker in
another agency, and one time from another discipline in the agency. The
excerpts were located in the narrative part of the record fourteen times.
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and in summaries from other agencies five times. Hie source of data
was observations and impressions from the social worker and other disci¬
plines in thirteen instances, three times the source was a non-professional
person, and twice it was the client. The data were derived from one source
in seventeen instances, twice the data were derived from two sources. Most
of the data were obtained during treatment; five times the data were ob¬
tained during intake. The following people were discussed in the excerpts;
the client and the foster family both five times, relatives four times,
and the client and relatives five times. In fifteen of the excerpts the
information was an interpretation, three times it was a datum, and once it
was a datum and interpretation. The content fitted into the following
classes: positive adjustment in the foster home, for exan5)le, "R, gets
along well in this foster home, he gets along well with the foster parents*
real children;" negative adjustment in the foster home, one time; client’s
feeling toward siblings and clients feeling toward parents, three and two
times, respectively; parent's feelings toward client, four times, and
negative interaction with relatives, five times; an example of this is,
"Both parents are vying for the child's loyalty and R, has seized the
opportunity to play one against the other,"
Education,—Data were found on eighteen schedules under this item.
In fifteen times the data originated from the social worker, and were
located in the narrative part of the record; three times the data originated
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from other disciplines in another agency, and were located in summaries.
In all instances but one, the source of the data was observations or im¬
pressions from the social worker or other professional persons; in one
instance the source of data was the client. Fourteen of the excerpts were
derived from one source, and four from two sources. The only stage in
agency contact when the information was obtained which could be determined
was treatment; the excerpts were obtained during this stage in fifteen in¬
stances, in sixteen instances the client was the person discussed; and in
two instances the person discussed was a relative, for exan5)le; "The
Mother completed high school at the age of fifteen. She has also con5)leted
a commercial course," Eight of the excerpts were data; nine were in¬
terpretations; one was a datum and an interpretation. The content fitted
into the classification of grade level seven times, scholastic achievements
eleven times,, and negative behavior in school, five times.
Peer Groups,—Data were obtained on seventeen of the schedules. The
data originated from two sources; the social worker in the agency in nine
instances, and from other disciplines in other agencies in four instances.
In nine instances the data were located in the narrative part of the record,
four times in summajries from other agencies, Itost of the data were ob¬
tained from observations and impressions from the social worker or other
disciplines; in one instance the source was a non-professional person.
The breadth of data in all seventeen excerpts was one source, and nine of
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the excerpts were obtained dioring treatment. Twelve times the client
was discussed, and five times the client and his associates were dis¬
cussed, Eight of the excerpts were interpretations, and seven were
data. The data fitted into four classifications: positive relation¬
ships with peers, nine times; negative relationships with peers, five
times; behavior influenced by peers, for exan^jle, "B, is boisterous
and loud in the persence of her friends. She is much quieter when
alone;" and client's status with peers, two times, respectively.
Ethnic Groups.—Data were obtained on nineteen of the schedules.
Eleven times the data originated from the social worker in the agency
and were found in the narrative part of the record; six times the data
originated from the social worker in another agency and were found in
summaries. The source of data in twelve instances was observations
or inq)ressions from the social worker or other disciplines, and in
five instances the source was the client. All of the excerpts were
obtained from one source. The stage in agency contact when the data
were collected in six instances was intake, and in eight instances was
treatment. Persons discussed in the excerpts were: the client seven
times, the client and his peers five times, client and foster parents
four times, and relatives three times. Most of the information was
a datum £ind an interpretation. The content was classified as following:
positive association with neighbors (2); negative association with
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the community (3); foster family’s struggle for status (3); and the
desire to live with friends on a farm (l).
Political Groups.—Data were obtained under this item on six of the
schedules. All of the data originated from three sources: social worker
in the agency three times, the social worker in another agency once, and
other disciplines in another agency twice. In three instances the data
were obtained in the narrative part of the record; and in three times in
summaries from other agencies. The breadth of data in all six instances
was one source, and six times the source was observations and impressions
from the social worker and other disciplines. The data were obtained
during intake and treatment, three times, respectively. The person dis¬
cussed in the excerpt was the client four times, and relatives two times.
Most of the content obtained was a dat'um, in one instance, it was a datiun
and an interpretation. All of the content fitted into two classes:
courts five times, for example, "A request was received from the court
of General Sessions regarding C's mother. She was convicted for violation
of section 1^5 Social Welfare law;" and state government once.
Economic Groups,—Under this item data appeared on only six schedules.
The data originated from two sources: the social worker in the agency
three times, and the social worker in another agency in two instances.
Three times the data were located in the narrative part of the record,
and twice from summaries from other agencies. In all excerpts the source
of data was observations and impressions from the social worker or other
disciplines; in all six instances the breadth of the data was one source.
The data were obtained during intake and during treatment, two times,
respectively, Ihe persons discussed in the excerpts were: the client
one time, the client and relatives three times, and relatives twice. Four
of the excerpts were interpretations, and two were data. The content was
classified as follows: welfare department (3); client's experience with
a job (1); and relative's experience with a job (2),
Religious Groups,—Data were obtained on nineteen of the schedules
under this item. The data originated from the social worker in the
agency, and from the social worker in another agency nine times re¬
spectively, and once the data originated from another discipline from
another agency. Nine times the data were located in the narrative part
of the record, and ten times in summaries from other agencies. All of
the data were obtained from three different sources: observations or
in^iressions from the social worker or other disciplines fourteen times,
from the client two times, and from other non-professional persons
three times. Fifteen of the excerpts were found in one source, and four
from two sources. In ten instances the data were obtained during intake,
and nine times the data were obtained during treatment. Nine times the
information was a dat\xm, four times it was an interpretation, and five
times the information was a datum and an interpretation. All of the
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content fitted into the following classes; affiliation with a religious
group before placement, for exan5)le, "R, was baptized in the Baptist
Church, she does not attend church regularly;" affiliation with a re¬
ligious group after and during placement (5);no affiliation with a re¬








Intellectual Potential 17 3 20
Basic Thrust, Drives Ik 6 20
Physical Potential 20 0 20
Physiological Functioning 19 1 20
Ego Functioning 19 1 20
Internal Organization 18 2 20
Degree of Maturity 13 7 20
Self-Image 12 8 20
Patterns 16 4 20
Internalizations 17 3 20
Sub-total 165 35 220
^For Complete Titles of all Factors in Tables 1 through 8, see Appendix B.
TABLE 1 Continued
Items to be Assessed ^ Data Total
Obtained Obtained
SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS
Beliefs 4 16 20
Values 13 T 20
Activity-Patterns 19 1 20
Family 19 1 20
Education 18 2 20
Peer Groups 17 3 20
Political Groups 6 14 20
Ethnic Groups 19 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 14 6 20
Economic Groups 6 14 20
Religious Groups 19 1 20
Sub-total 156 84 220
Total 321 119 440
TABLE 2
ORIGIN OF DATA




























Intellectual Potential 1 2 7 4 3 3 20
Basic Thrust 5 4 2 3 6 20
Physical Potential 8 3 4 2 3 20
Physiological
Functioning 9 2 2 3 3 1 20
Ego Functioning 7 3 4 5 1 20
Internal Organization 5 3 6 1 3 2 20
Degree of Maturity 8 3 2 7 20
Self-Image 5 3 1 3 8 20
Patterns 6 1 2 4 3 4 20
Internalizations 13 1 1 2 3 20
Sub-total 67 19 30 l4 10 25 35 200
TABLE 2 Continued




























Beliefs 3 1 16 20
Values 10 1 1 1 7 20
Activity-Patterns 16 3 1 20
Family 13 5 1 1 20
Education 15 3 2 20
Peer Groups 9 4 4 3 20
Ethnic Groups 11 6 2 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 12 2 6 20
Political Groups 3 1 2 14 20
Economic Groups 3 2 1 14 20
Religious Groups 9 9 1 1 20
Sub-total 107 2h 3 13 1 8 84 240
Total 174 43 33 27 11 33 119 440
Incidence of Data.—This table shows the incidence of the data
obtained on the schedules. Data were obtained on all of the items.
There was a frequency range from 17 to 19 on eleven of the items
under personality and socio-cultural factors. More information was
obtained on the personality factors than on the socio-cultural factors.
On the item "Beliefs" under socio-cultural factors information was ob¬
tained on only four of the schedules. Data pertaining to the item
"Class" information were obtained on only two of the schedules. Under
the items "Political Groups" and "Economic Groups" data were ob¬
tained on only six of the twenty schedules.
Origin of Data.—This table illustrates the numerical findings
of the study regarding individuals from whom the information on the
schedules originated. Under both the socio-cultural factors and the
personality factors the highest amount of the data originated from the
social worker in the agency. Under socio-cultural factors seven times
more material originated from the social workers in other agencies
than from other disciplines in the agency. It is interesting to note
that under the items "Intellectual Potential" and "Internal Organi¬
zation of The Personality" most of the data originated from the other
disciplines in the agency. The reason for this may be that these two
items can be measured by testing, and this is done by disciplines other
than the social worker
TABLE 3
LOCATION OF DATA IN RECORD














Intellectual Potential 5 6 2 4 3 20
Basic Thrust 5 2 4 3 6 20
Physical Potential 8 2 7 3 20
Physiological Functioning 6 2 3 5 3 1 20
Ego Functioning 7 k 3 5 1 20
Internal Organization 8 6 4 2 20
Degree of Maturity 6 3 2 2 7 20
Self-Image 5 3 4 8 20
Patterns 8 1 4 3 4 20
Internalizations 13 1 3 3 20
Sub-Total 71 30 5 32 27 35 200
TABLE 3 — Continued














Beliefs 3 1 16 20
Values 12 1 7 20
Activity-Patterns l6 3 1 20
Family 14 5 1 20
Education 15 3 2 20
Peer Groups 9 4 4 3 20
Ethnic Groups 11 6 2 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 12 2 6 20
Political Groups 3 3 14 20
Economic Groups 3 2 1 14 20
Religious Groups 9 10 1 20
Sub-total 109 0 1 39 7 84 240
Total 180 30 6 71 34 119 440
TABLE h
SOURCE OF DATA



























Intellectual Potential 7 6 k 3 20
Basic Thrust 2 2 7 3 6 20
Physical Potential 7 13 20
Physiological
Functioning 5 9 2 3 1 20
Ego Functioning 1 2 1 10 5 1 20
Internal Organization 1 17 2 20
Degree of ilaturity 1 2 1 7 2 7 20
Self-Image 7 3 8 2 20
Patterns 2 12 2 4 20
Internalizations 5 3 8 3 1 20
Sub-total 9 12 21 96 6 18 35 3 200
TABLE 4 — Continued


























Beliefs 1 2 1 16 20
Values 5 1 5 1 7 1 20
Activity-Patterns 5 2 11 1 1 20
Family 2 3 14 1 20
Education 1 17 2 20
Peer Groups 1 12 4 3 20
Ethnic Groups 5 6 6 2 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 2 6 4 6 2 20
Political Groups 6 14 20
Economic Groups 6 14 20
Religious Groups 2 3 14 1 20
Sub-total 23 24 0 98 0 7 84 4 240
Total 32 36 21 194 6 25 119 7 440
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Location of Data in Record.—This table portrays numerically the
part of the record in which the data were obtained. On both parts of
the schedule most of the data were located in the neurrative part of the
record, which is written solely by the social worker in the agency. It
is interesting to note that no datum was found in the clinical part of
the record under the socio-cultural factors. At Leake and Watts the
clinical part of the record consists of reports from the other disciplines
in the agencyj the medical reports which are kept under separate cover
were also included in the category "clinical records," A large amount
of information was found in summaries from other agencies; this was
especially true for the item "religious groups" under socio-cultural
factors. Information on religion is usually stated in the intake
summary from the referring agency.
Source of Data.—This table depicts in numerical form the source
from which the data were obtained. Under personality factors and
socio-cultural factors almost half of all of the data which were
gathered were obtained from impressions or observations from the
social worker or other professionals. Under socio-cultural factors
more data were obtained from the client and other non-professional
persons than under personality factors. The reason for this might
be that more of the items under personality factors can be determined
by measurements than the items under socio-cultural factors.
BREADTH OF DATA










Intellectual Potential 13 k 3 20
Basic Thrust 10 4 6 20
Physical Potential 14 6 20
Physiological Functioning 11 7 1 1 20
Ego Functioning 15 5 2 20
Internal Organization 13 5 2 20
Degree of Maturity 10 3 7 20
Self-Image 9 3 8 20
Patterns 12 4 4 20
Internalizations 15 2 3 20
Sub-total 122 42 1 35 200
TABLE 5 Continued
Items to be Assessed One Two Three No
Total
Source Sources Sources Data
SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS
Beliefs 1 3 16 20
Values 11 2 7 20
Activity-Patterns 18 1 1 20
Family 17 2 1 20
Education 14 4 2 20
Peer Groups IT 3 20
Ethnic Groups 19 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 12 2 6 20
Political Groups 6 14 20
Economic Groups 6 14 20
Religious Groups 15 4 1 20
Sub-total 138 18 0 84 240
Total 260 60 1 119 44o
TABLE 6
STAGE IN AGENCY CONTACT












Intellectual Potential 2 9 6 3 20
Basic Thrust 3 9 2 6 20
Physical Potential 7 T 6 20
Physiological Functioning 5 7 7 1 20
Ego Functioning 3 10 5 1 1 20
Internal Organization h 7 7 2 20
Degree of Maturity 9 2 2 7 20
Self-Image 8 h 8 20
Patterns 1 10 5 4 20
Internalizations 12 5 3 20
Sub-total 25 88 7 ^5 35 200
TABLE 6 — Continued
Items to be Assessed In- Treat- Termi- Un- No
Total
take ment nation known Data
SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS
Beliefs 4 16 20
Values 2 10 1 7 20
Activity-Patterns 14 2 3 1 20
Family 5 14 1 20
Education 15 3 2 20
Peer Groups 9 8 3 20
Ethnic Groups 6 8 5 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 9 5 6 20
Political Groups 3 3 l4 20
Economic Groups 2 2 2 l4 20
Religious Groups 10 9 1 20
Sub-total 37 90 11 18 84 240
Total 62 178 18 63 119 44o
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Breadth of Data.—This table is a numerical account of the breadth
of data, that is, the number of sources from which the data were ob¬
tained, Under both personality factors and socio-cultural factors
most of the data came from one source. The data were obtained from
three sources in only one instance; this was on the item "physiological
functioning" under personality factors.
Stage in Agency Contact.—This table was designed to illustrate
the stage in agency contact in which the data were obtained. Under
both types of factors on the schedule more information was obtained
during treatment than during intaJce or termination. It is interesting
to note that no datum was obtained during treatment on the item
"territorial groups" under socio-cultural factors. Out of the ten
instances that data was obtained, nine of the excerpts were obtained
during intake. A very small amount of the information was obtained
during termination on all of the items. Most of the information
under socio-cultural factors obtained during termination was on
the item "peer groups,"
TABLE 7
PERSON DISCUSSED IN EXCERPT
Items to be Assessed Client Rela- Foster Client Client





Potential 17 3 20
Basic Thrust 14 6 20
Physical Potential 20 20
Physiological
Functioning 19 1 20
Ego Functioning 19 1 20
Internal Organization 18 2 20
Degree of Matvirity 13 7 20
Self-Image 12 8 20
Patterns l6 4 20
Internalizations 10 3 ^ 3 20
Sub-total 158 3 35 200
Client Neigh- Client No
and hors and Data
Minister Peers
Total
TABLE 7 — Continued























Beliefs 1 2 1 l6 20
Values 8 1 4 7 20
Activity-Patterns 15 4 1 20
Family 5 4 5 5 1 20
Education 16 2 2 20
Peer Groups 12 5 3 20
Ethnic Groups 7 3 4 5 1 20
Class 1 1 18 20
Territorial Groups 4 2 5 3 6 20
Political Groups 4 2 14 20
Economic Groups 1 2 3 14 20
Religious Groups 10 6 2 1 1 20
Sub-total 83 27 13 l4 5 1 3 10 84 240
Total 24i 27 13 17 5 1 3 ■ —l .,119, 440 ..
TABLE 8
DATUM OR INTERPRETATION











Intellectual Potential h 4 9 3 20
Basic Thrust 3 5 3 3 6 20
Physical Potential 7 5 4 4 20
Physiological
Functioning 9 3 5 2 1 20
Ego Functioning 5 7 3 4 1 20
Internal Organization 5 4 5 4 2 20
Degree of Maturity 5 3 1 4 7 20
Self-Image 3 7 2 8 20
Patterns 2 8 4 2 4 20
Internalizations k 11 2 3 3 20
Sub-total hi 57 38 23 35 200
TABLE 8 -- Continued











Beliefs 3 1 16 20
Values 6 4 3 7 20
Activity-Patterns 3 13 3 1 20
Family 3 15 1 1 20
Education 8 9 1 2 20
Peer Groups 7 8 2 3 20
Ethnic Groups 11 5 3 1 20
Class 2 18 20
Territorial Groups 8 2 4 6 20
Political Groups 5 1 l4 20
Economic Groups 2 4 l4 20
Religious Groups 9 4 5 1 1 20
Sub-total 62 69 22 3 84 240
Total 109 126 60 26 119 440
55
Person Discussed in Excerpt,—This table is a numerical account
of the person or persons discussed in each excerpt. Under personality
factors the client was the person discussed on all of the items in all
instances except seven. Under the item "internalization of culturally
derived beliefs, etc," the client and his relatives were discussed three
times, and the client and his peers were discussed four times. The
data were more dispersed under the social cultural factors; although
the client was the individual discussed in most instances, a relative
was discussed on all items except two; these two items were beliefs and
peer groups. The foster family was discussed only thirteen times. In
the agency most of the information on the foster family is kept in a
record separate from the client's. On the personality factors as well
as the socio-cultiiral factors only a small amount of the obtained infor¬
mation discussed the family or relatives of the child. As a child wel¬
fare agency Leake and Watts Children's Home places most of its emphasis
on the child. Work is done with the family when possible; however, the
main focus of treatment is the child. In only a small amount of cases
the family receives treatment along with the child; however, in all
possible instances the case worker works towards returning the child
to his natural family; in this light it is fruitless to treat the
child without treating the environment to which he is to return. The
following problem which appeared on one of the schedules is an example
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of a situation where the parent might have been considered for treatment
before plans were made for the child’s release back to the family;
The child was admitted to catre after a finding of neglect
was made against both parents. Both parents were con¬
sidered seriously emotionally distiirbed. The child was
placed in a foster home but did not make a good adjust¬
ment because of his aggressive behavior. He was placed
in another foster home and made a good adjustment but
had to be moved because the foster mother found the
real mother intolerable. He was placed in another
foster home. He did not make a good adjustment because
of his real mother’s unrealistic promise to take him
home. He remained in the foster home for only a short
while, and then was released back to the care of his
family.
Datum or Interpretation.—This table is a numerical account of the
type of data obtained. Most of the information under personality factors
was either an interpretation or a datum. This is true also of the items
under socio-cultural factors. It is interesting to note that more of




The data used in this study were obtained from Leaite and Watts
Children’s Home of Yonkers, New York. This agency renders four dif¬
ferent types of services to children; institutional care, foster care,
adoption, and eufter-care. The data used in this study were obtained
from foster home records.
The pvirpose of this study was to test the model of assessment of
social functioning prepared by the Human Growth and Behavior and Re¬
search Committees of the Atlanta University School of Social Work, by
finding out what data were included in the social agencies' assessment
of social functioning. It is hoped that this study will be of some
significance regarding the use of assessment at Leake and Watts Children’s
Home,
The history of the agency shows that the development of the agency
accompanied the developments which have taken place in the field of
child welfare, and that its philosophy and method of assessment have
developed over the years in order to meet the needs of the client in
the best possible way.
The limitations of the study were the limited eunount of time for
gathering the data, and the limited experience of the author in the
field of research. The study was limited to only six months. The fact
57
58
that only twenty records were used also posed a limitation. In order
to obtain the twenty records the author had to go beyond the time span
which was to be one year. The agency's method of gathering the material
on the client may have changed in that period of time.
In the analysis and the presentation of the data,details on the
method and procedures used by the researcher were presented. The data
were presented and analyzed in a narrative, item-by-item description and
classification of all of the items that appeared on the schedules. The
data were presented in eight tables and interpreted according to the
nine points listed on the "Analysis of the Schedule Content',"^ The
content applied to the ninth point did not lend itself to interpre¬
tation in the form of a table, therefore it was discussed. The data
were interpreted according to the frequency that the factors applied
to the eight points mentioned above.
Under the ninth point the excerpts were classified according to
their content. In many instances the author classified the material
by means of applying the descriptive statement which appeared on the
schedule to a definition. Under the item "ego functioning" most of
the excerpts described a type of defense mechanism, for example, one
of the schedules contained the following excerpt: "R, has resorted to
1
See Appendix D for Analysis of Schedule Content Sheet.
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infantile ways as a means of manipulating his foster parents and the
social worker." This type of behavior is a description of the defense
mechanism, regression. Regression is defined as being an anxiety-evading
mechanism by which the personality may suffer loss of some of the develop¬
ment already obtained and revert to a lower level of integration, adjust¬
ment, and expression.^
Although most authors do not classify psychosomatic illness as a
defense mechanism, the following condition which was psychosomatic
describes the individual’s reaction to stress and. his attempt to restore
equilibrium: "When R. returned home he complained about not being able
to hear. It is possible that this was due to emotional strain of
readjustment."
The data show that Leake and Watts Children's Home considered all
of the items which appeared on the schedule in assessing their clientsj
however, more importance was given to personality factors than to
socio-cultural factors. Although all of the items on the schedule were
considered, more importance was placed on some of the items than on
others; this was especially true for the socio-cultural factors. Social
problems occur when some deficiency exists in the social institutions
through which human needs, social relationships and responsibilities
^Arthur Noyes and Lawrence C. Kolb, Modern Clinical Psychiatry
(Philadelphia, I958), p. 60.
6o
are commonly met, or when access to or use of a social situation is
inadequate. For a child, a major social problem occurs when he is with¬
out essential care. In attenq)ting to render services to the child with
a problem, the agency’s responsibility for meeting the needs of the child
touches on all aspects of the child’s life - his health, social, in¬
tellectual, and emotional development,^
Today it is a known fact that the individual’s personality and
his environment cannot be perceived separately; therefore, in assessing
the social functioning of the individual, equal consideration should be
given to both of these factors.
^Bessie E. Trout, et al.. Child Welfare as a Field of Social Work
Practice (New York, 1959), P. 1?.
"ASSESSMENT OF SOCIAL FUNCTIONING; TENTATIVE MODEL"
PERSONALITY FACTORS
A, Innate or Genetic Potential: Characteristics












Intellectual Potential (intelligence) 1.
Basic Thrust, drives, instincts; tenden¬
cies, present or incipient at birth, to 2.
respond to certain stimuli or situations.
Physical Potential
a. General physical structure; size
skeleton and musculature; racial 3«
characteristics; bodily proportions
b, Tempereiment; irritability; tempo; 4,
energy activity level.
Action consistent
with norms and goals
The necessary skills








c. Bodily resilience and resistance.
SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS
A, Cultural
1, Beliefs symbol system
2, Values
3, Activity-Patterns












B, Physiological Functioning; normal and abnormal functioning according to stage of development;
continuum health - illness.
C, Ego Functioning (intra-psychic adjustment)
1, Identifiable patterns for reacting to stress and restoring dynamic equilibriiuu,
a. Adaptive Mechanism
b. Defense Mechanisms
2.Integration of id, super-ego, and ego (the internal organization of the personality), e, g,
a. Flexibility vs, rigidity of ego functioning,
b. Capacity for growth
D, Degree of Maturity (as judged by competence in adequate role performance in accord with person's
stage of development,
E, Self-Image (concept of^^self)
1, Self-esteem 2, Sense of identify 3, Sense of continuity, 4, Sense of one’s capacities
5, Sense of meaning,
F, Patterns of Interpersonal Relationships and Emotional Expression Related Thereto, e, g,,
1, Acceptance - rejection
2, Permissiveness-control
3, Spontaneity (flexibility) -rigidity
4, Love - hate
5, Domination - submission
G, Internalizations of culturally derived beliefs, values, norms, activity patterns , and the feelings




Read each question carefully and follow the specific instructions
on this sheet.
Read the concepts and definitions on the separate sheet before answering
each question.
Place a check mark in the space provided for "Yes” and "No”,
Every question must be checked.
Use at least one excerpt from the record to substantiate your answer for
every question must be checked.
Do not write in any other space except where provided on the schedule.
Use separate sheets for long excerpts and be sure to identify the nvimber
of the question.
Include only excerpts pertinent to the question asked.
If whole sentences are not quoted, be sure to use three periods (...) to
indicate that it is part of a quote. Four periods (,...) are used
if omissions are made at the end of a sentence.
Be sure to use a Number 2 pencil in filling out the schedule.
Write legibly.
Complete all items on face sheet including stating nature of problem.
Do not leave any question unanswered.
When the schedule is completed, go back over it to be sure all questions
have a check and excerpt.





incy Setting: Coder: Date;
le of Student Completing Schedule: Editor: ^Date:
ie Schedule Completed:
;es of Duration of Case: ^Closed
ite the Mature of the Problem:
PERSONALITY FACTORSA.Innate or Genetic Potential eh YES NO1.Intellectual potential2.Basic Thrust, drives, instincts;
r3.Physical Potential:B.Physiological Functioning;C.Ego Functioning (intra - psychic adjustment) ;
1. Identifiable patterns for reacting to
stress and restoring dynamic equilibrim;
65 YES NO
C. 2. Internal Organization of the Personality.D.Degree of Maturity.
E.Self-Image.F.Patterns of Interpersonal Relationships and
Emotional Expression Related Thereto.G.Internalizations of Culturally Derived Beliefs, Values,
Activity-Patterns, Norms, and Appropriate Feelings for







B. Sub-Systems (Social Structvire and Dynamics)
1. Family
2. Education
67 YES NO3.Peer Groups4.Ethnic Groups
5.Class6.Territorial Groups7.Political Groups8.E,conomic Groups
68 YES NO
9. Religious Groups
C. Other Information on Socio - Cviltural Factors
Assessment Information Not Included in Schedule
APPENDIX C
DEFINITIONS
Intellectual Potential; Capacity to function in situations that require
the utilization of mental activity; a global capacity of an individual
to act purposefully, to think rationally and to deal effectively with
his environment; that which a properly standardized intelligence test
measures,
Basic thrust, drives, instincts: Tendencies, present or incipient at
birth, to respond to certain stimuli or situations; the innate
propensity to satisfy basic needs, e. g., food, shelter, love,
security, worth, new experience.
Physical Potential: includes; general physical structure, size, skeleton
and musculature; racial chairacteristics; bodily proportions; tempera¬
ment; mood, irritability; tenq)0, energy and activity-level; bodily
resilience and resistance.
Physiological Functioning; normal and abnormal functioning according
to stage of development; continuum health-illness.
Identifiable patterns developed for reacting to stress"and restoring
equilibrium, e, g,, adaptive or defense mechanisms.
Internal organization of the personality; the organization of id,
super-ego and ego into a harmonisouly operating whole; personality
integration, e, g,, flexibility vs, rigidity of ego functioning,
capacity for growth.
Degree of maturity (as judged by competence in adequate role performance
in accord with person’s physical, social, and emotional stage of
development),
Self-imeige (concept of self), e, g,, self-esteem, sense of identity,
sense of continuity, sense of one's capacities, and sense of
meaning.
Patterns of interpersonal relationships and emotional expression re¬
lated thereto, e.g,, acceptance, rejection, permissiveness, con¬




Internalizations (in the form of attitudes) of cultixrad-ly derived be¬
liefs, values, norms, activity-patterns, and the feelings appro¬
priate for each.
Beliefs: an element of cultiiral tradition which involves the acceptance
of any given proposition as true.
Value: the believed capacity of any object to satisfy a human desire;
the judgement that society places upon certain objects, ideas,
statuses and roles formulates the direction for choice in action.
Activity-patterns: standardized ways of behaving, under certain stimuli
or in certain interactional situations, which are acceptable by the
group.
Family: a social group composed of parents, children, and other relatives,
in which affection and responsibility are shared.
Education: the social process by the social system toward the realization
of socially accepted values.
Peer group: a group whose members have similar characteristics as to
age, sex, etc., friendship groups, cliques, gangs.
Ethnic group: a group which is normally endogamous, membership being
based on biological or cultural characteristics.
Class: a horizontal social group organized in a stratified hierarchy of
relationships,
Territorial group: a locality group which had developed sufficient social
organization and cultural unity to be considered a regional community.
Political group: governmental units, e, g,, courts, police, various
forms of government.
Economic group: a group concerned with the creation and distribution
of valued goods and services.
Religious group: a group which shares symbols, doctrines, beliefs,
attitudes, behavior patterns and systems of ideas about man, the
universe, and divine objects.
APPENDIX D
ANALYSIS OF SCHEDULE CONTENT
The following points are to he applied to each item on the schedule;
1. Incidence of Data
a. Data obtained
b. No data obtained
2. Origin of Data (information obtained)
a. Social Worker in own agency
b. Social Worker in other agency
c. Other disciplines in own agency; identify discipline
d. Other disciplines in other agencies; identify discipline;
identify kind of agency





4. Source of Data (obtained data from)
a, client
b, other person (non-professional)
c, personal doctiment (letter, diary, etc.)
d, measurements e.g,, test of vision, intelligence, aptitude,
personality
e, observations or impressions from the social worker or other
professional
5. Breadth of Data (number of sources of information)
e, g, 1 source; statement by client
2 sources; statement by the client and statement by his mother
6. Stage in Agency Contact when information was obtained
e, g, during intake process, early, late, etc.
7. Person Discussed in the Excerpte.g. client, relative e. simmaryf. staffingg. other (identify)
71
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8, Datum or interpretation
a, Datxam only e, g,, "He has fantasies,"
h. Interpretation only e, g,, "He projects these feelings on his
mother,"
c. Datum plus interpretation, e, g,, "has fantasies about being
the strong man to compensate for his feelings of weakness."
9, Classification of Content. This must be worked out by each student;
The following are illustrations,
e, g. Physical Potential - bodily build, features, height, teeth, etc,
e. g. Intellectual Potential - I. Q,;
classification (e, g, midly retarded, normal, superior);
social adjustment; cause of condition (congenital cerebral
defect),
e, g. Internal organization of the Personality - discussion of
ego or id or super-ego; 2 or 3 of the above; personality
integration; flexibility - rigidity,
e, g, Self-Image - does the information describe a partial
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